
Sea Quilt 

 

Inspiration Quilt 

 

My husband wanted a blue quilt (Yay! my favorite color.)  I looked around and found this 

quilt.  It     is     so    gorgeous. A simple pattern turned into a relaxing seascape. I just had to 

try to recreate it.    

 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/bbgailes/4270037037/


Sea Quilt 

Notes:  all yardages assumes a 43” width, all seams are sewn at ¼” 

Quilt Dimensions: post and rail portion: 88” x 100”, post and rail with borders (before binding): 

98” x 100” 

 

Purchase: 

8 1/3 yds for backing piecing lengthwise OR 7 1/3yds for backing piecing widthwise OR 2 ½ yds of 108” 

width backing material. 

3/8 yd for border 1 

1 1/4 yd for border 2 

1/8 yd for corner fabric 

1 1/4 yd (same as border 1) for binding 

For Main Body of Quilt: 

Either: 

2/3 yd each of 11 different colors in variations from pale to dark blue, including some teal and purple 

can create additional depth.  Try to keep the number of dark/medium/light roughly even.  Circles and 

waves or other abstract prints might work best.  One way prints should be avoided and geo-metric 

designs should only be used with caution.  

OR: 3-40 strip jellyrolls (make certain these are cut at 2.5”). 

Cut: 

Border 1: for a 1” border cut 9 strips at 1.5” 

Border 2: for a 4” border cut 10 strips at 4.5”  

Corner Fabric: 4-4” corner squares, cut 4 squares at 4.5” 

Binding: straight grain binding for binding with mitered corners, cut 11 strips or 416” at 4” 

Strips for Post and Rail:  9 strips of each color at 2.5”  

Sort: 

Sort colors in order of darkest to lightest shades.   You will be sewing sets of 3 strips together.  Sort strip 

sets in threes matching into sets of darks, darks and mediums, mediums, mediums and lights, and lights.  



Sea Quilt 

You will be making 33 sets.  (I found having a few more medium sets than dark or light helped when it 

came time for layout.) 

Sew: 

Sew strip sets together lengthwise (using 1/4” seam allowance) alternating direction of sewing by 

beginning at the opposite end each time you add a strip. 

Cut:  

Cut sewn strip sets to 6.5” x 6.5” blocks.  6 blocks per strip set. 

The main area (post and rail section) will be 15 blocks by 13 blocks (90” by 78”) or 195 blocks total. 

Assemble: 

Arrange blocks in rows of 15 (or 13 if unlike me you like your quilt longer rather than wider) starting with 

a light row and toward medium and finally dark rows.  I found that if I treated it like a puzzle and did a 

layout of the lightest and darkest rows then connected down one side I could work from both ends 

leaving all of my mediums in the middle with a bit of wiggle room for how to lay them out.)  A layout 

wall is wonderful for this, but anywhere that you can set them all out and then take a few steps back to 

look at them will allow you to decide on final placement.   

Carefully gather pieces keeping them in order by row (15 piles of 13 each).  

Sew the blocks into rows.   

Then sew the rows together to form the main body of the quilt. Here again alternating the direction of 

your seams will help to keep your quilt straight. 

Piece border strips for both borders to create to side borders at 100.5” and 2 top/bottom borders at 

88.5”.  Sew border 1 to border 2.  Alternatively, you can create long border strips, by sewing border 1 

and border 2 strips together first and then cut 2 at 100.5” and 2 at 88.5”. 

Sew corner blocks to ends of top/bottom (shorter) border strip pairs.   

Sew side borders to main quilt. 

Sew top and bottom borders with attached corners to quilt. 

Back, Quilt, and Bind.  The inspiration quilt uses charm tacks on border two and wavy lines, which break 

up all of the straight lines for the main body of the quilt to further add to the impression of water. 
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Fabric Guide  (sample fabrics for choice) 
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